Carcinoma of conjunctiva FIG. 2 Carcinoma cells arising from basal layer of conjunctival epithelium. Haematoxylin and eosin. X 250 Comment Carcinoma of the conjunctiva is uncommon. It may arise from pre-existing leukoplakia, intraepithelial epithelioma (Bowen's disease), papilloma, or spontaneously after metaplasia ofan area ofconjunctival epithelium (Reese, I963) . Commonly there is initial dyskeratotic change in the epithelium and this may be present microscopically in an area surrounding the macroscopic lesion. The lesion itself tends to be flat and spreading, and may invade the cornea or sclera.
Basal cell carcinoma of the conjunctiva is extremely rare; the report of Ash and Wilder (I942), based on 93 cases of epithelial tumours of the limbus, described 28 papillomas, I 7 dyskeratotic lesions, 47 squamous cell or papillary squamous cell type carcinomas, but only one basal cell carcinoma.
The lesion reported here is of interest in that it was of the basal cell type of carcinoma, and in that this was pedunculated rather than flat, suggesting that it had possibly developed in a pre-existing papilloma. The site of the carcinoma (within the palpebral aperture and near the limbus) and the age and sex of the patient are typical of the condition and agree well with the findings of Ash and Wilder (I 942) and Ash (I 950).
Summary
A report of basal cell carcinoma of the conjunctiva is recorded with an unusual clinical appearance.
We are grateful to Dr. J. P. S. Whitehead for kindly providing the pathological report.
